Commissioner Chief of Staff thank engineers 


Jersey Barrier: In this undated photo, the Jersey Barrier (traffic 
divider) separates cars traveling north and southbound on Route 1. 
Using technology developed at Stevens Institute of Technology in 
Hoboken under the direction of the NJ State Highway Department 
in the 1950s, the poured concrete Jersey Barrier is 3 feet tall and is 
intended to minimize damage during a collision. 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri, in a message to NJDOT’s 
engineers celebrating National Engineers Week, recognized 
their talents. “Our transportation system is tangible testimony 
to what engineers at our agency have accomplished through the 
decades,” he said. 

During the week-long tribute to their profession last 
month, the Department's engineers joined more than 70 
engineering, education and cultural societies and more than 
50 corporations and other government agencies nationwide 
to acknowledge their positive contributions and to gain 
information for future projects that meet the needs of the 


citizens in New Jersey. Everyone wants 
uncrowded highways, long-lasting roads 
and bridges, and above all, safety for the 
traveling public. It’s our lifestyle, after all. 

“Tf we look at just some of the 
accomplishments of our engineers,” 
Kolluri said, “I think it is very clear that 
New Jersey has been on the cutting edge 
of transportation. When engineers in New 
Jersey developed the first concrete median 
barrier over fifty years ago, it quickly became 
the benchmark for roadway safety. The 
Jersey Barrier, as it is called today, has saved 
countless lives on roadways around the 
world.” 

At the kick-off event, held at headquarters and 
teleconferenced to the regions, Chief of Staff Jennifer Godoski 
thanked the Department's engineers for their diligence to 
excellence. Mary Huie, Project Coordinator of Highways for 
Life at the Federal Highway Administration, presented the 
Highways for Life (HFL) initiative that has a LIFE purpose. 

L is to advance a longer-lasting highway infrastructure 
using Innovations to accomplish the Fast construction of 
Efficient and safe highways and bridges. Improving safety 
during and after construction, reducing congestion caused 
by construction and improving the quality of the highway 
infrastructure are the goals of HFL. Continued on page 2 


Kolluri 


NJDOT ‘takes the Internet to a higher level with 90 second bidding 


Project Manager Joe Weber explains the 
Trns* port Internet bidding process as 
Manager Vinnie Cortese looks on. The 
recently instituted bidding system saves 
the Department and the contractors 
hours of work. Plus, Trns* port provides 
maintenance, support and enhancements. 


“This is part of our Department's 
history,” said Joe Weber, Project Manager 
of Capital Program Support. “We 
received our first Internet bids for three 
maintenance projects in 90 seconds! 

And, it’s a win-win situation financially, 
environmentally and time-wise 

for the contractors and the 
Department.” 

As the audience in 
the multipurpose room at : 
Headquarters watched the in 
computer screen, a total of 11 
bids for maintenance drainage 
contracts were downloaded at 
10 a.m. on February 22. It’s all 
part of a new bid process made possible 
by Trnse port, a suite of software modules 
developed by the American Association 
of Highway Traffic Organizations or 
AASHTO. 

“This software just saved us two 
hours of work,” said Jeff Callahan, 
Assistant Commissioner of Traffic 


} Transportation Software 


Operations and Maintenance. 
Although NJDOT has software — 

the DOT Construction Program — it 
is based on older technology that is 
obsolete and difficult to maintain. 
Trnse port is an off-the-shelf system 

whose license fees 
| provide maintenance, 
support and 
enhancements. This will 
| keep the system current 
| with technology and 


“-DOrT | functional requirements. 


“We have really 
Management Solution 


entered the electronic 

~ age,” said Assistant 

Commissioner Rick Hammer of Capital 

Program Management (CPM). “This is 

definitely taking it to the next level.” 
Weber was in on the project’s 

ground floor. In 2004 Director of 

Design Services Brian Strizki wanted 

to go paperless. Weber researched 

Continued on back page 


At the NJDOT Black History Month observance, Investigator 
Troy Stevenson of the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office and 
Detective Frank Guido of the Trenton police Department provide 
information on children, gangs and violence in the community; 
Michelle Jordan, Black History Committee member presents 


New Jersev ° 


ALESIA 


Alesia Chestnut-Jefferson, the first African American female 
police Sergeant in the City of Trenton with an achievement award 
for her recent promotion; and Rev. Dharius Daniels, Sr. Pastor 

of Kingdom Church in Trenton, provided a commentary on the 
church’s role in the community. 


Focusing on the community is key to Black History Month 


Every community has problems. 
But not every community has solutions 
— unless its leaders and citizens confront 
those issues. 

NJDOT’s Black History Committee 
set up a series of informative Brown 
Bag lunch sessions at Headquarters 
during Black History Month to educate 
employees about Trenton area problems 
through the eyes of local medical, 
religious and law enforcement leaders. 

Keeping citizens healthy is the goal 
of native Trentonian Carolyn Lewis- 
Spruill, Director of the Department of 
Health and Human Services for the City 
of Trenton. A former nurse-practioner, 
Lewis-Spruill focused on “Health Issues 
in the Black Community” through a 
power point presentation. She cited 
high blood pressure as a major health 
problem. AIDS in the general population 
and specifically in aged widows, whose 
spouses and partners had died of the 
disease, is increasing. 

Detective Frank Guido of the Trenton 
Police Department and Investigator Troy 
Stevenson of the Mercer County Sheriff’s 
Office provided guidance and insight into 
the gang and violence problems affecting 
children in the area. They cited examples 
of how serious the problem has become. 


“We have to treat all gang activity 
as organized crime,” said Guido. “They 
recruit members all of the time — in jail, 
in churches or they force children to join. 
Then there are gang-related identity 
issues too. For example, in two gangs, 
the Pretenders don’t wear special colors 
anymore; the Latin Kings wear baseball 
caps. Basically, gang members take over 
the parental role in raising the child.” 

Guido cautioned parents to be 
vigilant and watch their children closely 
for changes in behavior, such as graffiti. 
Stevenson agreed. 

“The gangs are recruiting children 
as young as seven years,” Stevenson 
said. “There is usually no structure in 
the home, or the parents just don’t know 
what is going on in the neighborhood.” 

For local children, however, there is 
a shining light. The City of Trenton, for 
example, has set up several programs 
as an initiative to prevent kids from 
becoming gang members, and the 
Mercer County Sheriff’s Office offers 
guidance to parents and educators on 
youth gangs in the county. 

On a higher plane, Rev. Dharius M. 
Daniels of Kingdom Church in Trenton 
believes “a community is changed when 
people are changed.” To attain this goal, 


C omm iss io NEF continued from front page 


Huie cited some innovations in highway design as “rapid-setting concrete, pre- 
fabricated bridges and roadways, and global positioning systems, or GPS.” 
Examples of engineering marvels — the 500-foot, eight-lane Cooper River Bridge 


that features the latest in seismic considerations in Charleston, South Carolina and the 


Milau Viaduct that joins Spain and Italy with Paris, France, a 36-month jigsaw puzzle 
operation where each piece had to be ready in time for placement of the next section 
— were featured in two follow-up events later in the week. 


he offers a sense of community through 
an outreach program of male ministry 
to those in half-way houses in the city, 
to grow a relationship within the church. 
“T have adopted a three-fold 
mission statement that describes 
my charge in ministry — to bring 
in, break free and build up,” said 
Daniels. Members of the 2007 Black 
History Month Committee include 
Nancy Ciaruffoli, Keith Daniels, 
Anthony Davis, Kimbrali Davis, Iris 
Gerald, Patty Green, Barbara Haynes, 
Michelle Jordan, Beverly Queen, Ivette 
Santiago-Green, Robin Sterns, Vicki _ 
Tilghman-Ansley and Nelida Valentin. 


Assistant be responsible for all roadway and 
Commissioner Jeff electrical maintenance, engineering and 
Callahan recently administrative activities with the eight 
announced the counties in the region. 
appointment of As his first order of business, the new 
Jeff Spicka as director announced the appointment of 


John Gahwyler to Manager, Region North 
Maintenance. 

“For 13 years John has worked 
in NJDOT’s Traffic Operations North 
bureau as a Project Engineer,” said Spicka. 
“He is a member of NJDOT’s Incident 


Regional Director 
for Operations 
North. Formerly 
Executive Assistant 
to the Regional 
Director in Mt. Arlington, Spicka will 


Spicka 


| Management 

Response Team 

that works with 

state and local law 

j enforcement to 

provide NJDOT 

resources to 

| help expedite 

he clearing of 

| incidents so that 
travel lanes can be 

reopened to the motoring public.” 


Gahwyler 


Immordino manages Capital Program Development 


and Monitoring Unit under the Chief 
Financial Officer and oversaw the 
establishment of a systematic process to 
guide administration of federal and state 
funded projects. 

“Immordino will continue this 
function,” said Wospil. “Additionally, he 


Director Thomas Wospil of the 
Division of Capital Investment Planning 
and Development announced the 
appointment of Howard W. Immordino 
as Manager, Bureau of Capital Program 
Development. He previously served as 
Supervisor of the Capital Compliance 


Retirees 


will be responsible for developing 
the Department's $3.2 billion 
Annual Capital Improvement 
Program, the Capital Investment 
Strategy and the five-year Statewide 
Transportation Improvement 
Program.” 


Among those who retired in February are Guy Chiacchio, 
36 years, Construction and Maintenance Technician 3; 
Camille Sinclair, 28 years, Manager 2 Communications; 
Mykola Bab aye 25 years, Construction and a 
Technician 2. 

March retirees included Louis Hoyer, 38 years, Senior 
Engineer Transportation; Pamela Lewis, 38 years, Secretarial 
Assistant 3; Robert Alu, 31 years, Project Engineer Surface _ 


Design; Robert Hritz, 28 years, Project Engineer Construction; 
William Lapena, 25 years, Assistant Engineer Transportation; 
Daniel Pietras, 24 years, Principal Engineer Transportation; 
Robert Malone, 22 years, Administrative Analyst 1; Donna 
Derrico, 20 years, Budget Analyst 1; Rita Hewitson, 20 years, 
Administrative Assistant 1; Anthony Chmiel, 20 years, Project 
Engineer Research; Maryann Massey, 18 years, Supervising 
Administrative Analyst. 


“Heroes” Deeck, MeCleerey, and Thorn appear in real time 


Much like 
©) the television 

@ series Heroes, 

© whose characters 
©» act like ordinary — 
people until they 
discover their 
abilities and...» 


Scott Thorn found they had a role in 
preventing a major catastrophe, and. 
possibly saving several lives. on what i 
seemed a routine drive to work. 

The carpoolers were about 1.5 
miles from Doylestown, PA at 6:20 a.m. 
on February 28 when the drama took 
place. 


McCleerey 


when we ented there 


another person. 
in the area ofthe 
| crash before we 
arrived,” said Thorn. 

| “McCleerey stopped 
the traffic, and all of 
us tried keeping any | 
traffic away from the 
scene until the police 
could get there and 


free the driver from the vehicle. She was 
| fer and we didn’t want to attempt to 
move her because of that.” 

“When the Plumsted Township police 
anted they and Thorn had to cut the roof 
_of the vehicle to free ‘ 


a Not 
tuite. As soon as 

the trio started once 
again on their way 
to work, a BFI trash 


utility pole. Luckily 
there wereno 
injuries and minimal damage to the truck. 
Deeck, Thorn and McCleerey proceeded 
to their offices at NJDOT. 
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Kingside or queenside, Sadama wins 


Supervising Engineer Dante 
Sadama of Surface Design placed first 
in the 2007 Chess Tournament during 
Engineering Week at Headquarters. 

“He was looking for redemption 
and got it,” said Project Engineer Nicole 
Einthoven, the originator of the annual 
competition, and a competitor. “The 
first year he played he was second; the 
second year he had one bad day and 
didn’t finish the trophies; and this year 
he studied, practiced and played in top 
form. It paid off!” 

Executive Manager Kiran Patel 
won second place. Charlie Miller, 
champ for the last two years and 
organizer of this year’s competition, 
placed third. 

But that almost didn’t happen. 
Initially Miller was tied for third place 
with seven other players. They included 
Steve Hammond, Engineer, Structures, 
Plans and Specs, Project Engineers John 
Micikas and Anil Desai, Sr. Engineer 
Ron Sabale, Principal Engineer Pierre 
Adams, and Sr. Engineer Louis JoliBois. 

Other players included Engineer 
Bharat Shah, Structures, Plans and 
Specs, Secretarial Assistant Jerome 
Florence, Sr. Engineer Dhanajay Rana, 
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that possibility and discovered 
AASHTO software was avail 
he is in charge of the Trnse ps 
and applauds its versatility. 
“The contractors have 24/7 
to documents and up to 9:30 a. 
the due date to submit their bi 
Weber. “Plus we really save 
We share the maintenance wi 
states and bidders are not res 
to New Jersey. Also, the so 
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